attempt to cater for both undergraduates and postgraduates in the same textbook?
The policy of including operative details has not been consistently applied, otherwise the book would have been longer even than its present 1,360 pages. Operative surgery is given most space in the thoracic section, in which the chapter on pulmonary resection occupies 18 pages of operative and post-operative detail. In places, subjects other than operation are also discussed in greater detail than would seem indicated in an undergraduate textbook, for example the extremely detailed classification of the causes of hydrocephalus. For these reasons, we would regard this work as better suited to the Fellowship candidate, for whom it will be a good one-volume textbook, rather than to the undergraduate.
Though the term "basic surgery" is not defined, the 10-page chapter on Reactions to Injury by Dr. A. A. G. Lewis in the penultimate section of the book shows that brevity can be combined with profundity. If undergraduate students are to have time to consult monographs and original articles, as they should if medicine is to be regarded as a university subject, textbooks will have to be shortened. Perhaps the day will come when surgery for undergraduates will be dealt with in a real Textbook of Medicine written in co-operation by physicians and surgeons.
Milestones in Modern Surgery. By Alfred Hurwitz, M.D., and George A. Degensheim, M.D. (Pp. xvii + 520; illustrated. £5 12s. 6d.) London, etc.: Cassell & Co. Ltd. 1958 . This is an interesting collection of articles which have been milestones in the history of surgery. It starts with an account from Ambroise Pare in which he described the dressing of wounds, and ends with descriptions of Gibbon's heart-lung machine and the homotransplantation of human kidneys between identical twins. Here will be found Sir Alexander Fleming's first note on penicillin, Torek's account of oesophagectomy in 1913 and Evarts Graham's description of the successful removal of a lung for carcinoma of the bronchus in 1933. Dr. Dunphy of Boston not only provides the foreword, but also one of the milestones. This is the ideal book to put in the hands of a house surgeon since he will not only find it intensely interesting, but it will stimulate him to think about the way in which advances have evolved in the field of surgery.
"Lives of great men all remind us We can make our lives sublime, And, departing leave behind us Footprints on the sands of time." Operative Surgery. Edited by Charles Rob, M.C., M.Chir., F.R.C.S., and Rodney Smith, M.S., F.R.C.S. Progress Volume 1958 (pp. xiii + 100; illustrated); General Index (pp. 9 + 76). 60s. London: Butterworth & Co. (Publishers) Ltd. 1958. An index volume does not normally call for review. The present volume contains, however, in addition to the index the announcement from the publishers: "To keep abreast of current practice 'Operative Surgery' will continue to be published in the form of progress volumes and to avoid a break in continuity the first of these books has been incorporated here." There are ten articles on a variety of subjects, the longest containing new observations on the surgery of -the pancreas. Among other articles those on right hepatic lobectomy, aortic valvotomy, and femoro-popliteal arterial by-pass may be noted. The fourth edition has appeared promptly at the beginning of the ninth year since its inception. By judicious alterations in set-up, diagrams and plates and, where necessary, wording, the authors have managed to bring this volume up to date and at the same time to shorten it slightly. There is scarcely a section which does not show signs of revision either in text or diagram or both. The references at the ends of the chapters have been extended in line with the most recent work. The text and format are of the same high standard as in previous editions. The reputation it has earned as a students' textbook and a useful expose of physiology in all its branches will be maintained and enhanced by this new edition and its price still remains reasonable. drugs are part of the cost of our increased therapeutic capabilities and are a challenge to both the research worker and the clinician. All aspects of the problem are covered, chemical, clinical, pathological, immunological and classificatory. A very useful feature is the consideration given to the value or otherwise of routine clinico-pathological investigation in the detection of sensitivity reactions. The varying reactions found lead into an intriguing no-man'sland where more questions are raised than have yet been answered. Nevertheless certain reaction patterns are becoming visible which can assist the clinician. The provision of a suitable index to the papers in the symposium makes the use of the whole volume much easier, and further, despite the differing nationalities of the contributors, all the articles are in English. The book is an excellent summary of the present knowledge and trends in this subject. It will become essential for reference as the results of studies in this field can be published in very different journals. Much of the pioneer work has been done at the Mayo Clinic by Code and his co-workers who have designed manometric techniques for recording the complex sequences of pressure changes which occur on swallowing and for demonstrating the sphincteric mechanisms at the cardia and in the pharyngo-aesophageal region.
By applying these techniques to some disorders of cesophageal motility they have been able to clarify the nature of the lesions by analysing the disturbance of normal physiology in each disease. They have studied 100 cases of achalasia, several patients with diffuse spasm of the cesophagus and many cases of scleroderma. In this book they present their methods and results in pictorial form because the pressure recordings are largely self-explanatory. This method of presentation is very successful and the tracings have been well chosen and beautifully reproduced. The written word has been reduced to a minimum and no attempt has been made to review the literature or to supply a comprehensive bibliography. Ltd. 1958 . Isotopes have come to stay, not only as tools of research, but in the everyday diagnostic armamentarium of many departments of our hospitals. Thus many doctors now find themselves forced to become amateur physicists if only to understand the techniques which they wish to employ. This is undoubtedly the best book which has appeared on the subject, for it combines a wealth of sound information, simply presented, in a compact form and at a price which is half that of many similar publications. Veall is well known for his work in developing new techniques in the radioisotope field and Vetter from Vienna is likewise familiar to many people working in this country. Not only have they produced an eminently readable book, but it is beautifully printed on good paper, while the references at the end of each chapter give the titles of the articles quoted, which greatly enhances their value. 1958. This is the second edition of a book which was very well received when it first appeared. It is. written by an endocrinologist with a considerable interest in physiology, an endocrinologist specializing in gynmcological work, and a biochemist. The combination should prove a strong one and indeed they do cover a wide field, but perhaps for this very reason some subjects are dealt with very much more successfully than others. In addition, books take so long to produce nowadays that, in a field which is expanding as rapidly as endocrinology, many parts may appear out of date by the time the book is published. For example, in Hashimoto's disease, no mention is made of autoimmunity, and concerning de Quervain's giantcell thyroiditis there is no reference to the possibility of mumps as an vtiological factor. The section devoted to the ovaries, as might be expected, is extremely thorough and well documented. On the subject of hyperparathyroidism, however, no mention is made of the resistant and recurrent peptic ulcer which may be a feature of that condition. This book will be found to be a useful reference work by clinical endocrinologists.
